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UNEMPLOYMENT RATE — WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

186. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 
Before I get to my question, on behalf of the member for Hillarys, I welcome the students and staff of 
Sorrento Primary School who are in the public gallery. 

I refer to the Australian Bureau of Statistics data released today that shows that the seasonally adjusted 
unemployment rate in Western Australia has increased from 5.8 per cent in January to six per cent in February and 
that, as a result, a further 4 000 people are now unemployed this month. Is it due to the Premier axing the first 
home buyer grant; the Minister for Mines and Petroleum smashing our international reputation in mining; the 
Premier’s ill-conceived skilled immigration policy that has hammered the international education sector; or all of 
the above? 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
As people present will be aware, the figures have come out today. They show that Western Australia’s 
unemployment rate is below that of Tasmania, Queensland and South Australia. We have to remember that when 
the Liberals and Nationals were in office, we had the worst unemployment rate in Australia. We had a worse 
unemployment rate under the Liberals and Nationals than Tasmania had. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I heard you the first three times, and I call you to order for the first 
time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I think the Leader of the Opposition’s interjection might be because the member for 
Bateman, sitting next to him, has undermined him with a report handed down today, so he is under a bit of pressure. 

Point of Order 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: This is not relevant to the question asked, Mr Speaker. 

The SPEAKER: I do not think it is a point of order. 

Questions Without Notice Resumed 

Mr M. McGOWAN: We inherited an economy from the Liberals and Nationals when the unemployment rate was 
the worst in Australia. Now ours is better than those in Queensland, Tasmania and South Australia. 
Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Carine! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: We have to remember that when the Liberals and Nationals were in office, the 
unemployment rate was 6.5 per cent. Since Labor has been in office, over 30 000 additional jobs have been created 
in Western Australia. In February, we saw 8 000 additional jobs created in Western Australia. We have also seen 
a large number of people move back to Western Australia now that Labor is in office. If members look at the actual 
figures, they will see that people are coming back to Western Australia. When the Liberals and Nationals were in 
office, people were fleeing the state. 

In relation to the points the Leader of the Opposition made — 
Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Carine, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The Leader of the Opposition talked about our approach to skilled migration. I want to tell 
him one thing that we changed. A range of occupations were on the skilled migration list forwarded from the state 
to the federal government in which the former government said that we had shortfalls. I will tell members some of 
the occupations that were on that list. It had on its list bricklayers, plumbers, electricians, teachers and nurses. The 
former government was writing every month to the commonwealth saying, “We have a shortfall in those 
occupations here in Western Australia.” Although that government had the worst unemployment rate in 
Australia—worse than that in Tasmania—it was going to the commonwealth and saying, “We need more 
bricklayers and plumbers from overseas to meet the shortfall.” I do not know whether members opposite noticed, 
but they drove the economy into a recession when they were in office and we got the domestic economy out of 
recession and we are ensuring that Western Australian jobs come first. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members, you might think this is a joke, but this is question time and there are young people in 
the gallery watching our leaders, and this is what they sound like. 
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